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1 . PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ DEFENDED THE GOV'S POSITION AT 
THE SAN JOSE UNESCO COMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE IN A STRONGLY 
WORDED TELEGRAM JULY 13 TO THE CONFERENCE PRESIDENT, COSTA RICAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER GONZALO FACIO. STATING THAT THE GOV CAN NO 
LONGER DUCK THE DISCUSSION OF A MATTER VITAL TO LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE DEVELOPING NATIONS, PEREZ SAID, "OUR COUNTRIES ARE BEING 
SUBJECTED TO AN UNCONTROLLED INVASION OF NEWS THAT INCULCATES IN 
OUR MASSES FOREIGN VALUES WHICH THREATEN OUR OWN NATIONAL 
IDENTITY." PEREZ MAINTAINED THAT INTERNATIONAL REGULATION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS WOULD "GUARANTEE THE SACRED RIGHT TO TRUTHFUL 
INFORMATION AND SAFEGARD THE UNRESTRICTED RIGHT TO OPINION." 

HE ADDED THAT THE "COMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY CANNOT PREVAIL OVER 
PUBLIC AND SOCIAL ORDER" AND THAT "INTERNATIONAL REGULATION 
WOULD BE A DEFENSIVE INSTRUMENT AGAINST THREATS OR AGGRESSIONS 
TO THIS FUNDAMENTAL LIBERTY, WHICH SHOULD NOT BE AT THE MERCY 
OF GOVERNMENTS, NATIONAL OR INTERNATIONAL CAPITAL, OR 
ASSOCIATIONS." 
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2. CONTINUING, PEREZ SAID, "IT IS A FALLACIOUS CONCEPT OF 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION TO LEAVE THE ABSOLUTE DECISION REGARDING 
INFORMATION DISTRIBUTION IN THE HANDS OF TRANSNATIONAL NEWS 
COMPANIES." PEREZ CLAIMED THAT THE "INTERNATIONAL PRESS ONLY 
COLLECTS INFORMATION DAMAGING TO THE IMAGE OF OUR PEOPLE AND 
THE LARGE PRESS AND AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA OF THE INDUSTRIALIZED 
WORLD IGNORE OUR STRUGGLES, OUR EFFORTS. AND OUR JUST DEMANDS 
FOR A SYSTEM OF INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE." "LATIN AMERICA," HE 
ADDED, "HAS THE RIGHT TO DEMAND ACCESS TO AND PARTICIPATION 
IN THE INTERNATIONAL NEWS SPECTRUM. TO DENY TO UNESCO AND ITS 
MEMBER NATIONS DISCUSSION OF THIS MATTER WOULD BE TO RESTRICT THE 
SAME FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION THAT THE ORGANS OF IAPA ARE SO 
ARDUOUSLY DEFENDING." IN CONCLUSION PEREZ STATED, "TO DISCREDIT 
UNESCO, ABUSING ITS OVERWHELMING CAPACITY TO DISSEMINATE INFOR- 
MATION, WILL ACHIEVE NOTHING BUT IRREPARABLE HARM TO 
HUMANITY'S EFFORTS FOR PEACE, AND MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL 
WELL-BEING." 

3. COMMENT: PEREZ S TELEGRAM IS CLEARLY A REPLY TO THE SHARP 
CRITICISM LEVELED AT HIM IN SAN JOSE ON JULY 12 BY GERMAN ORNES, 
CHAIRMAN OF IAPA'S FREEDOM OF THE PRESS COMMITTEE. PEREZ'S 
STATEMENT INDICATES THAT THE GOV CONTINUES TO 

FAVOR SOME FORM OF INTERNATIONAL REGULATION OF THE FLOW OF 
INFORMATION. HOWEVER, PEREZ'S MAIN BEEF SEEMS TO BE THE LIMITED 
COVERAGE GIVEN TO LATIN AMERICA IN THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS, A 
CONCERN HE HAS EXPRESSED ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS PREVIOUSLY. 
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